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It’s now cheaper to print color figures in KI
Have you been concerned in the past about the cost of print-
ing color figures in Kidney International (KI)? KI has listened 
to your concerns and is now offering permanently reduced 
pricing for color figures—a flat fee of $500 per printed page, 
no matter how many color figures are on a page. This pricing 
is more affordable for authors and competitive with other top 
scientific journals. We want to make it easier for authors to 
publish the color figures that demonstrate important scien-
tific findings, and our new pricing reflects our commitment to 
achieving this goal.
Polymorphisms in 
the myeloperoxidase 
gene locus are 
associated with acute 
kidney injury–related 
outcomes
Myeloperoxidase (MPO) is present in high 
concentration in lysosomes of neutro-
phils and monocytes, and MPO release by 
degranulating leukocytes may contribute 
to oxidative injury in acute kidney injury 
(AKI). Perianayagam and colleagues stud-
ied whether four single-nucleotide poly-
morphisms (SNPs) in the MPO gene were 
associated with systemic MPO levels, uri-
nary 15-F2t-isoprostane levels (a marker 
of renal oxidative stress), and clinical out-
comes in patients with AKI. They found 
that MPO SNPs were associated with MPO 
and isoprostane levels and clinical outcome 
in patients with AKI. Importantly, they rep-
licated these findings in another cohort at 
risk for AKI. These novel findings suggest 
that MPO polymorphisms may influence 
AKI outcomes by modulating levels of 
oxidative stress. See page 909.
Signaling through 
the interleukin-18 
receptor a attenuates 
inflammation in 
cisplatin-induced acute 
kidney injury
Interleukin-18 (IL-18) is a sensitive and 
early biomarker of AKI, and it exacerbates 
ischemia–reperfusion injury in animal 
models. Despite the fact that IL-18 promotes 
inflammatory injury in most disease mod-
els, the role of the IL-18 receptor (IL-18R) 
is less clear, and it has anti-inflammatory 
effects in some animal disease models. For 
that reason, Nozaki et al. studied whether 
IL-18R knockout mice are protected against 
cisplatin-induced nephrotoxicity. Surpris-
ingly, IL-18R knockout mice and wild-type 
mice treated with anti-IL-18R antibodies 
had increased susceptibility to cisplatin-
induced nephrotoxicity. Adoptive transfer 
of wild-type splenocytes to IL-18R knockout 
mice protected them from cisplatin-induced 
renal injury. These data demonstrate that 
although IL-18 can promote renal injury, 
IL-18R also has important immunomodula-
tory and cytoprotective effects in the kidney. 
See page 892.
Advanced age 
affects the outcome-
predictive power of 
RIFLE classification in 
geriatric patients with 
acute kidney injury
Though the RIFLE (risk, injury, failure, 
loss, end stage) classification is commonly 
used to classify severity of acute kidney 
injury and is useful for predicting clini-
cal outcomes, it has not been validated in 
elderly patients. Chao et al. therefore stud-
ied whether the RIFLE criteria are associ-
ated with prognosis in Taiwanese patients 
at least 65 years old admitted to an inten-
sive care unit. The R, I, and F criteria were 
associated with a progressive worsening of 
clinical outcomes in patients less than 76 
years old. However, in patients older than 
76, there was no difference in outcomes 
between the R and I parameters. This study 
is important because it demonstrates that 
the less severe RIFLE criteria may not pre-
dict prognosis as accurately in the elderly as 
they do in younger patients. See page 920.
